
Mission Statement & Philosophy

Christian Brothers Academy is a Catholic Junior High School and college preparatory, mili-
tary Senior High School whose mission is to instill Christian values  and provide a demand-
ing academic program in the Lasallian tradition. Christian Brothers Academy is committed to 
meeting the needs of the individual, to develop his full potential and to guide him toward a 
role as a contributing member of society. The mission of Christian Brothers Academy guides 
a community of De LaSalle Christian Brothers and their lay faculty colleagues, all of whom 
hold the education of young men from diverse backgrounds to be the foremost principle of 
the Lasallian tradition. The teachings of the Catholic Church, the traditions of the De LaSalle 
Christian Brothers and the tenets of American citizenship form the foundation of the school’s 
Educational Philosophy. 

The Christian principles of life that most strongly influence our Philosophy include: 

	 • The universe was created by God and is sustained by God’s Providence; 
	 • Humankind is a personal creation of God, composed of body and soul and 
	    placed on Earth to merit happiness through service to God and society; 
	 • We are endowed with gifts and powers which are to be perfected; 
	 • We are endowed with intelligence and free will and we are responsible for our
 	    conduct, having rights and obligations; 
	 • The traditions of the Christian Brothers throughout the world are the foundation
	    of our philosophy; 
	 • Intellectual, spiritual, moral and social development hold the foremost place in
	    our Lasallian schools; and 
	 • An atmosphere must be created in which self-discipline, order and respect be
	    seen as important objectives in the development of mature Christians. 

Objectives 
Operating in the Lasallian tradition, the objectives of Christian Brothers Academy include: 

	 • To develop a Christian sense of being as an individual and as a person in rela-
	    tionship to God; to use these spiritual values to act with integrity in life. 
	 • To impress upon the student the necessity of developing leadership qualities
	    and a positive attitude toward legitimate authority, as expressed by family, the
	    hurch and society. 
	 • To impart the necessary knowledge and life skills for successful adjustment to
	    the challenges of life by offering programs which are spiritual, educational,
	    social, physical and personal; 
	 • To provide an academic program that recognizes individual differences among
	    our students  and places a particular emphasis on preparation for college and
	    lifelong learning; and 
	 • To support and maintain faculty professionalism, collegiality and enthusiasm. 

CBA History....in Albany since 1859 

Christian Brothers Academy is conducted by a religious order known as the Brothers of the
Christian Schools. The De LaSalle Christian Brothers, as they are more commonly referred to 
in the United States, constitute the largest order of men in the Catholic Church devoted ex-
clusively to education. The roots of the extensive educational work of the Christian Brothers 
go back over 300 years to 17th century France when their founder, St. John Baptist deLaSalle 
(1651-1719), lived with and ministered to the children of the poor. Within the span of his 
lifetime, De LaSalle revolutionized education for centuries to come. The Christian Brothers 
are men who put aside all other worldly concerns to consecrate themselves to God in the 
apostolate of Christian education. They are not priests, nor do they aspire to priesthood. 
Their principal obligations in life are their own personal, intellectual and spiritual growth, and 
the education of children. In 1854, Bishop McCloskey invited the Christian Brothers to Albany 
to open an orphan asylum for boys. The Brothers’ traditions in Albany began with this or-
phanage on Western Avenue. To help support the asylum, the Brothers began a pay school 
in 1859. This was the beginning of the present day Christian Brothers Academy. In 1869, the 
University of the State of New York chartered CBA. Over the next 20 years the school out-
grew its facilities several times and, in 1882, the school moved to Lydius Street. In 1886, the 
Brothers purchased the former Normal College at 43 Lodge Street from the State Education 
Department and classes were conducted in this building for the next 51 years. In 1892, mili-
tary training was introduced while enrollment at the Lodge Street site followed a pattern of 
ups and downs. In 1935, the Brothers found that the Lodge Street building could no longer 
accommodate the school’s necessary programs and they undertook an effort to secure prop-
erty and funds to erect a new and modern building. Through the interest and aid of influential 
friends and alumni, city and county officials made a sizable piece of land at University Heights 
available to the Brothers in 1937. In recognition of the cultural and civic training the Brothers 
had provided to the boys of Albany for 78 years, all citizens of Albany were encouraged to 
contribute to the cause. The site was the home of Christian Brothers Academy until July 1998. 
The new Christian Brothers Academy in Colonie represents the sixth location for Brothers’ 
education since their arrival in Albany. The state-of-the-art building is located on a spacious 
campus adjacent to the Ann Lee Pond. Today’s Christian Brothers Academy is a vibrant edu-
cational community that offers students a demanding college preparatory curriculum, a safe 
and secure environment to explore their spiritual and personal growth, and a wide array of 
co-curricular and athletic programs to develop both mind and body. CBA graduates have 
maintained a 100% college acceptance rate for the past two decades. Present CBA alumni 
are enrolled in the Ivy League, the military academies and dozens of other highly regarded 
schools throughout the country. Through school service organizations, CBA students are in-
volved with providing community assistance year-round. CBA students participating in the 
many activity offerings have achieved regional, state and national recognition for their ac-
complishments. All of these successes speak volumes of the Lasallian mission to develop the 
“total student.” The school colors are Purple and Gold. The coat of arms combines the seal 
of St. John Baptist De LaSalle (the star), the acquisition of knowledge (open book), faith (the 
cross) and military training (the eagle).
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